ROTECTION AGENCY
6

OFFICE OF
PREVENTION, PESTICIDES AND
TOXIC SUBSTANCES

Linda R. Hamiiton

une 1, 1998 inquiries to Nora Lopez of EPA Region 2 in
he reporting requirements under section 313 of the

ns
Emergency Planning and Co J‘“""lty Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA). Your questions pertain to
in ninum fumes and polycyclic aromatic carbons (PACs) combusted on-site.
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generated. Upon exposure to the air at
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form alum num fume. All sta'u( emissions from the f‘“nace arer iease d as non-nbrous aluminum
oxide. You ask if I ] i

as
should be reported as zero since i

)

Aluminum fume, an EPCRA section 313 toxic chemical, is comprised of dispersed solid
aluminum particles, aluminum oxide particles and an aluminum vapor. The facility is
manufacturing aluminum fume in its furnace However, as you indicate, before the fume leaves
the furnace stack, all of the alu ninum fume converts to non-fibrous aluminum oxide, a non-
reportable chemical. The facluty is not actively destroying the aluminum fume. Instead the
fume passively converts under the conditions of the furnace to a non-reportable chemical. In this
msta.-ce, therefore, the facility is not treating the toxic chemical for destruction. If the covered
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y generates more than 25,000 pounds gt
woul meet the manufacturing threshold for this chemical and would be subiect t
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section 313 reporting. However, the facility should report zero reieases and othe
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tured, processed, or otherwise
not exceed one miilion pounds, the facility may submit the Form A certification
instead of the Form R. :
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e situation you
not as a waste

als r otherwise managed as waste on
Form R, including quantities reported as combusted for energy recovery, should not include toxic

chem;cals consumed during processing activities. Therefore, the PACs combusted as part of
your process in the ring furnace do not need to be inciuded as combusted for energy recovery
under EPCRA section 313.

I hope this information is helpful to you in making threshold determmatlon and release
’2 T

and other waste management calculations for EPCRA section 3
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questions, or desire further information, piease cali either Sara Hisel McCoy, of my staff, at
202.260.7937 or me at 202.260.9592.
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ra Lopez, EPA Region 2



